
An Open Letter to the Desert Communities –
Update on the Green Path North Project

It has been approximately fi ve months since we met with hundreds of residents of the Morongo Basin and nearby 
communities at Yucca Valley High School to discuss the proposed Green Path North (GPN) Transmission Project, 
a proposal to bring world-class renewable energy, such as geothermal and solar power, from Imperial Valley to the 
fi ve million residents of Azusa, Banning, Burbank, Glendale, Los Angeles, and Pasadena. We would like to update 
you on progress of GPN since that meeting.

As discussed in July, building a transmission line such as Green Path North involves a lengthy process and we are 
still in the early stages. The U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and our agencies are now 
working on an agreement that will guide our respective roles and responsibilities throughout this project.  Once 
this agreement is in place, we will formally begin the environmental review, which we expect to happen early next 
year.  

We will kick off the environmental review with public scoping meetings to gather public comments. During these 
meetings, we will present the various project alternatives, including viable routes and technologies, in much more 
detail and with more certainty about what is feasible.

Recently, there have been numerous claims about the GPN project that are blatantly false. One of the assertions 
is that the GPN would entail creating a two- to fi ve-mile-wide energy corridor. There could be nothing further 
from the truth. The fact is that the GPN project will only require a right-of-way as narrow as 200 feet wide and at 
most 330 feet wide.  We have absolutely no intention of asking the BLM to activate a utility corridor nor would we 
support such a plan. 

We remain committed to selecting and designing a path that will have the least impact on local residents and the 
environment, while meeting the critical goal of connecting to world-class, clean, green and renewable energy in 
the Imperial Valley. LADWP has formally committed to using GPN for renewable energy only and other participants 
will soon be formalizing this commitment through their respective city governments. We continue to study the 
viability of a route following the I-10 corridor. In fact, we have spent much of the past fi ve months examining such 
an option. It must be stated, however, that any route ultimately selected will create local impacts—all of which must 
be thoroughly examined. The I-10 corridor is no exception. It’s not the panacea some would claim, but involves its 
own set of challenges and potential impacts. 
 
Another false assertion that has been circulating is that we don’t need Green Path North, but can meet all our 
needs through energy effi ciency and solar power. Again, this is a myth.  The City of Los Angeles recently unveiled 
a solar plan more far-reaching than any city in the U.S. Yet even this comprehensive effort will meet only a small 
fraction of the energy demand. It is also an intermittent resource that cannot provide continuous electricity. It is 
essential for Southern California cities to access geothermal energy if they are to successfully diversify away from 
coal, and that requires building transmission.

Another false claim dismisses the value of going underground as an option. Undergrounding sections of the line 
is and must be considered along with all other possible confi gurations and technologies. Undergrounding where 
appropriate will minimize visual impacts, addressing one of the biggest objections to the project. It will remain an 
option as we move forward in examining all possible routes and attempt to address community concerns.

Be assured, we will continue to keep you apprised of our progress, and no decision has yet been made as to the 
most benefi cial alignment. We understand the many concerns of area residents and we are committed to keeping 
you informed as to the facts of Green Path North.
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Another false assertion that has been circulating is that we don’t need Green Path 
North, but can meet all our needs through energy efficiency and solar power. Again, this 
is a myth.  The City of Los Angeles recently unveiled a solar plan more far-reaching 
than any city in the U.S. Yet even this comprehensive effort will meet only 4% to 5% of 
the residential energy demand. It is also an intermittent resource that cannot provide 
continuous electricity. It is essential for Southern California cities to access geothermal 
energy if they are to successfully diversify away from coal, and that requires building 
transmission. 
 
Another false claim dismisses the value of going underground as an option. 
Undergrounding sections of the line is and must be considered along with all other 
possible configurations and technologies. Undergrounding where appropriate will 
minimize visual impacts, addressing one of the biggest objections to the project. It will 
remain an option as we move forward in examining all possible routes and attempt to 
address community concerns. 
 
Be assured, we will continue to keep you apprised of our progress, and no decision has 
yet been made as to the most beneficial alignment. We understand the many concerns 
of area residents and we are committed to keeping you informed as to the facts of 
Green Path North. 
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